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ABSTRACT

The digitization of journal publishing, together with an increased interest in having results of public funded
research openly available, has led to major changes in publishing practices. A clear move from ‘Pay to Read’
to ‘Pay to Publish’ is underway, demanding a newly structured financial flow. Moreover, quality assurance
through the established peer-review process is clearly at stake. In a recent study, the Wissenschaftsrat of
Germany has put forward recommendations how this dramatic transformation can best be managed, many
of which are applicable globally.
In this talk the need for transformative agreements, the role of the various stakeholders (researchers, scientific
institutions, research funders, libraries) and new approaches to the cost distribution and business models will
be discussed. Prof. Tropea delivers this talk as a researcher, as an Editor-in-Chief of a large SpringerNature
journal and as a member of the committee having drafted the recent white paper on this subject from
the Wissenschaftsrat. The white paper Recommendations on the Transformation of Academic Publishing:
Towards Open Access is available at: https://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/download/2022/9477-22 en.html.
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